San Juan County Agricultural Resources Committee
Minutes of Committee Meeting   •  Islander’s Bank, San Juan Island   •  January 17, 2006
Committee members present: 

Sara Jones, Farmer/Producer


Rebecca Moore, Farmer/Producer


Jim Lawrence, Farmer/Producer

Kathryn Quakenbush, San Juan Island Grange


Susan Robins, Farmer/Producer, ARC Chairperson


Todd Goldsmith, Farmer/Producer, ARC Vice-Chairperson

Jane Burton-Bell, San Juan Island Farmer’s Market, Secretary Pro-tem

Mark Tompkins, SJC Health and Community Services

Megan Jones, Farmer/Producer (non-voting member, currently)


Madden Surbaugh, Chef/restaurateur


Rena Patty, Farmer/Producer


Richard Civille, SJC Economic Development Council

Committee members absent: 

Bill Hamilton, SJC Conservation District


Tom Schultz, WSU Extension Agent

Eliza Habegger, SJC Land Bank


R. Bruce Gregory, Farmer/Producer

Staff present: 

N/A
Members of the public and other guests:


Peter Corning, Synergy Farm, San Juan Island
Minutes recorded by:  Jane Burton-Bell and Todd Goldsmith

Susan Robins called the meeting to order at 12:01 PM.
Approval of Previous Committee Meeting Minutes. 

· Moved by Rebecca Moore and seconded by Madden Surbaugh to approve the January  5, 2005 meeting minutes as written.  Passed by unanimous vote.

Public and Guest Comments-

· Water Resource Inventory Area (WRIA #2) Committee meeting summary:
Peter Corning – Was asked by the ARC to attend this quarterly meeting.  Peter gave a report the meeting held last week on the major areas effecting agriculture that the WRIA committee is currently working on.  Mark Tompkins (who serves on the WRIA committee for the County) also provided additional background information and clarifications.

Water rights/applications:

· Due to the 2003 Kim vs. Washington State Department of Ecology (DOE) Court Case decision, exempt wells up to 5,000 gallons a day may be used for agricultural uses (industrial use also is now defined as an agricultural use, before DOE did not define agricultural use this way).

· Ground water withdrawls exceeding 5,000 gallons per day still require a state water right permit with the exception of water withdrawn for stock watering (no limit for stock watering, via new interpretation of water laws regarding stock watering by the State Attorney General).
· Ground water withdrawls may still not impair senior water rights (i.e., older wells, or other senior surface water rights holders).

· A water right permit is required for surface water use.

· Water right application fee is now $50.00 (was $5.00).

· Check DOE website: www.ecy.wa.gov for more info.  Note the new rules are reflected on DOE's website summary pages but some of the pdf application forms have not been updated to reflect the new rules above.
· Water resource planning document/process:  Information based on measurements/studies/reports has allowed the State to begin actively reviewing and issuing water rights in San Juan County (Lopez Island first, then Orcas, etc.).  State DOE has two staff assigned to these tasks. 
Main areas of work for WRIA committee/DOE:

· About 6 months to 1 year away from a rule/ruling on rain water catchment (roof top) residential use permit procedure.
· East Orcas water resource planning in process.
· Critical Aquifer Recharge area ordinance update (maps/study) underway.  May impact Ag uses.
· Saltwater intrusion study/policy.

· Jackie Krug of DOE willing to speak to ARC on these issues (we need to decide when this would be most beneficial and time it so she can attend both a WRIA #2 meeting and an ARC meeting on the same day).

· Water issues need to be addressed in public forums.
· Peter Corning will continue to attend these meetings on behalf of the ARC.
New Business/Announcements.
None to report.
National Animal Identification Program.
· Article given to the ARC by Layne Sundberg two meetings ago is apparently very one-sided against the ID system being proposed by the USDA.  (Susan Robins to run copies of article for rest of committee to review).  Susan Robins reviewed the USDA website on this program.  She urged us all to read it and the proposed program requirements/law prior to the next meeting so we may be better informed about this issue.
· It was agreed to table this topic until next meeting so we can have a better informed debate.  USDA website on this topic is http://animalid.aphis.usda.gov/nais/
Nominations for Open ARC Positions.
· Peter Corning is the only person to submit a letter of interest to the County Council thus far from the nominations previously received from other ARC members.
· Megan Jones would like to reinstate her voting status (need to know procedure how this can be accomplished via the County Council (?)).
· Need more farmer/producers represented on the ARC.
Summary of Susan Robin’s Voice Mail Communications with Kevin Ranker (County Council), Several Issues.

· Requested the Council fill committee vacancies based on letters of interest submitted and ARC nominations, and reinstatement of  Megan Jones’ voting member status.

· ARC would like a formal membership in the WRIA#2 committee to represent interests of Agriculture (we need to send a letter to the Council requesting this and a willing nominee to serve on the WRIA committee).
· Find money in County budget to reimburse Rebbeca Moore for private boat service she pays for to get to the ARC meetings from Waldron Island.  $30.00 each trip.
· Time to address/update the Council on ARC activities (apparently there is some form that you fill out to request time on the Council agenda).
400 sq. ft. Exempt Building Ordinance Revision.
· Todd Goldsmith handed out the current version of the the “400 sq. ft. exempt from building permits” ordinance, and the new proposed version which is to be discussed/adopted at a Council hearing on February 7th.
· While the new proposed version of the ordinance now includes Agricultural uses explicitly, it now only allows one such building per tax parcel, which Todd argued would be detrimental to agricultural activities/needs.   The rest of the ARC in attendance agreed with this.
· Susan Robins to write letter to the Council (with cc to Ron Henrickson, Director of CDPD) to request time for the ARC to be heard on this issue at the upcoming hearing and provide the background information/reasons for our request.
· Todd (and others on the ARC who are interested) to attend the hearing and will update the ARC on the outcome.

Outreach Meetings/PR.

· Final version of the producer survey:  Tom Schultz not in attendance to present final version (he will e-mail it to everyone).

· We need to be properly prepared for all of these meetings:

· Collaterals:

· Cover letter.

· Meeting notice flyers.

· Meeting agenda (copies to hand out)

· ARC mission statement/purpose (copies to hand out)

· 2002 USDA San Juan County Census data (copies to hand out)

· Extra copies of Producer surveys to hand out.

· Issues matrix (copies to hand out), (reformatted ?)
· Changes to exempt well water usage laws (copies to hand out).
· Status report of issues we are currently actively working on (i.e., dog ordinance, exempt building ordinance, WRIA committee, etc.).

· Press release on ARC and the meetings.
· Tell community what the ARC is, who it is, what its goals and mission are.  Maybe have a group photo.  Todd to bring camera to next meeting (does anyone have a tripod??).

· This needs to go out pretty soon.

· Notice of meetings to local newspapers.

· Agenda and roles to be discussed at the next ARC meeting (this needs to go out pretty soon).
· What are we going to do with the survey data when we get it (how are we going to collate the data)?

· Richard Civille of the EDC said he has some state funding to conduct some detailed surveys (about 20), some of this can be used for agricultural producers, but funding is not specific to Ag.  Maybe these can serve for some of our “detailed” second surveys as required (?)
· Jane Burton-Bell brought up the on-going newspaper column she submits to the Journal of the San Juans “What’s growing on” as a way to get ARC information out there.  Please submit any Ag related articles (500 words) to Jane at: janeburtonbell@hotmail.com.

· Producer Outreach meeting dates:

· Saturday February 18th, Lopez Grange

· Saturday March 4th or March 18th (Rebecca Moore to inform ARC based on the other Waldron farmers’ availability), San Juan Grange

· Saturday March 11th, Orcas Eastsound Fire Station

· Refreshments to be provided by ARC island members.

· Discussion on how to get the old timers in for a meeting/survey if they won’t attend on of the Outreach meetings.  Sara Jones discussed possible method of getting the old timers into a meeting by doing a special harvest dinner for them.  Jane Burton-Bell indicated the San Juan Grange is having a “longtime member” dinner to get the “old timers” in and could be used as a possible way to get them in to talk to the ARC, Rena Patty also had several strategies for this as well.  We sill see who shows up to the meetings to see if we need to something else to capture these important inputs.
ARC Retreat.

· Lynn Hobbs is a facilitator who Rena Patty knows who could conduct this retreat pro-bono and is available 3/25/06.  Let Susan Robins know about your availability for retreat dates ASAP via e-mail.  Retreat would be held at Susan’s home.
· Rebecca hoping for not for just a “get to know you session”, but also “visioning” for the group session.

Other items.  

· Web site: Infrastructure subcommittee (Jane and Sara in particular) are hoping we can get an ARC website up and operating sooner versus later (see agenda item below for next meeting):
Subcommittee Reports.  

No subcommittee reports were given at this meeting due to other agenda items.

Natural Resources Subcommittee Report:

Legal and Regulatory Subcommittee Report:
Infrastructure Subcommittee Report:
Education and Outreach Subcommittee Report:
Next ARC Meeting: 
Thursday February 2nd, 2006,  12-2:00 PM, San Juan Island (Susan Robins to book the room).  Todd to send out agenda/meeting notice with location.  
Also note:  ARC meeting after 2/2/06 is scheduled for Thursday 2/16/06.  Please mark your calendars.
Action items for next meeting.  

· Read up on proposed USDA animal ID system (see web address above) so we can have an informed debate on this issue.
Agenda Items for Next Meeting:

· USDA animal ID system discussion (note this cannot dominate the next meeting time as we have to work on our outreach package very diligently) 

· Finalize Outreach meeting collaterals/plans.  
· ARC website (come with your ideas on what the content should be/related links, etc,) and whom we can get to design, code, and what server we could host it on.
· Todd to chair meeting as Susan will be on travel.

Meeting adjourned at 1:58 PM.
2

