San Juan County Agricultural Resources Committee
Minutes of Committee Meeting   •  Key Bank, San Juan Island   •  January 5, 2006
Committee members present: 

Sara Jones, Farmer/Producer


Rebecca Moore, Farmer/Producer


Jim Lawrence, Farmer/Producer


R. Bruce Gregory, Farmer/Producer

Kathryn Quakenbush, San Juan Island Grange


Susan Robins, Farmer/Producer, ARC Chairperson


Todd Goldsmith, Farmer/Producer, ARC Vice-Chairperson

Jane Burton-Bell, San Juan Island Farmer’s Market, Secretary Pro-tem


Bill Hamilton, SJC Conservation District


Tom Schultz, WSU Extension Agent


Mark Tompkins, SJC Health and Community Services


Eliza Habegger, SJC Land Bank

Megan Jones, Farmer/Producer (non-voting member, currently)

Committee members absent: 

Richard Civille, SJC Economic Development Council


Rena Patty, Farmer/Producer


Madden Surbaugh, Chef/restaurateur

Terry Hopkins, Food Network/Education Supporter

Tiar Black, Farmer/producer/Farm Supply Retailer


Julie Remington, Farmer/producer


Stephen Guy, Farmer/producer

Staff present: 

N/A
Members of the public and other guests:


Peter Corning, Synergy Farm, San Juan Island

Thomas Forster, Taproot farm, Orcas Island/Community Food Security Coalition

Jennifer Koorenny, Bastyr University/Orcas Farm to Cafeteria Program

Laynie Sundberg, Quail Craft, San Juan Island
Minutes recorded by:  Jane Burton-Bell and Todd Goldsmith

Susan Robins called the meeting to order at 2:05 PM.
Public and Guest Comments-

· Laynie Sundberg- Discussed new proposed USDA mandated National Animal ID System requirements (re: Department of Homeland Security/BSE Issues, etc.) and potential impacts on local producers of livestock.  Purpose of program is to track origin of animals through food system.  
· Laynie gave a copy of related article on this subject to the Chair for photocopying for group to review at a future meeting.  Requirements are to notify the Government (USDA) each time an animal is moved from one “registered” location to another (within 24 hours of move).  Requirements are currently voluntary in Washington State, but become mandatory in 2008 under the proposed rules.  
· Laynie would like the ARC to take a position on this issue and advise the BOCC (now called the County Council) accordingly.  The San Juan Grange is currently drafting a resolution to exempt small producers from this requirement.  It was agreed that this issue would be on a future ARC meeting agenda after the ARC has a chance to read the article.
Approval of Previous Committee Meeting Minutes. 

· Moved by Kathryn Quakenbush and seconded by Jim Lawernce to approve the December 15, 2005 meeting minutes.  With minor corrections (correct spelling of Tom Schultz’s name).  Passed by unanimous vote.
New Business/Announcements.
1. Jane Burton-Bell:  “Duffy house” orchard on Pear Point Road on San Juan Island is slated for development.  Current owner (Ann Harris??) would like the history of the property if anyone can help out.  Please e-mail Jane if you have any information/history on this orchard.
2. Nominations for open ARC committee memberships-
· Several openings exist on the ARC (see bylaws regarding unexcused committee absences).

· Nominations received thus-far from other ARC members:

i. Peter Corning (San Juan Island, Farmer/producer).

ii. Megan Jones (to be reinstated as a voting member. Farmer/producer.  Megan needs to write letter to County Council to be reinstated as a voting member).

iii. Ken Akopiantz (Lopez Island, Farmer/producer).

iv. Mother Therese (Shaw Island, Farmer/producer).

v. Terry Marshall (Lopez Island, Farmer/producer, former LCLT SARD coordinator).

· Need more producers from Orcas Island represented on the ARC as Rena Patty is the sole remaining participant at this time.
· Any interested parties should send letters of interest to the County Council ASAP with copy to Susan Robins.  Susan Robins to set up a meeting to discuss ARC committee vacancies with the County Council in next two weeks (by next meeting if possible).

· Bill Hamilton suggested that the ARC might want to conduct interviews of new prospective committee members (as the MRC currently does).

General Discussion: Water Resource Inventory Area #2 Committee.
· Todd Goldsmith: Looking for local agriculture to have a seat at “Water Resources Inventory Area” (WRIA #2) committee.  WRIA #2 encompasses all of SJC.  Mark Tompkins (who is a staff member on WRIA committee as is Vicki Heater of the County Health and Community Services Dept.) gave a summary of the committee’s activities and purpose (committee is formed from SJC stakeholders and meets with the Washington State Department of Ecology on a quarterly basis, writes plans, conducts water studies, advises the County Council on water issues).  Mark suggested the ARC should have representation on this committee given its importance for any farming operations.  Members are appointed by the County Council.  Peter Corning (Synergy Farm) agreed to attend the next quarterly WRIA #2 on behalf of the ARC and report back at the next meeting.  Susan Robins will discuss this issue with the County Council (and will suggest Peter Corning as the farmer/producer representative on the WRIA#2 committee for the ARC).
· Dog Control Ordinance Update (regulatory/legal barriers subcommittee)
· Group summarized work done on Dog Ordinance markup. Main suggested changes are:

1. Dog Control Zone signs to be erected again on all major County arterial roads (as was previously done several years ago).
2. Mandatory euthanasia of dog for first time conviction (including chasing, due to induced stress and aborted offspring, mainly in sheep).

3. County Livestock loss restitution fund recommended to be increased from $1,000 to $15,000 (due to the potential loss of even a single attack event).

4. Increase fine structure recommended to fund the Livestock restitution fund.

5. Replacement value table to be updated/expanded (for losses where owner of the dog in question, or the dog itself cannot be identified).  This table will also provide guidance for restitution in civil cases.
· Mark Tompkins is continuing to gather loss statistics for Lopez and Orcas Islands (data requested from Sheriff’s office has been slow to arrive).
· Major component to reduce this problem is for the ARC to conduct an on-going public awareness/public education campaign to reduce this problem.  This component needs additional discussion for approaches.
· Subcommittee to bring finished packet to the ARC after meeting is held with Randy Gaylord’s office (Prosecuting Attorney).
ARC Ag Coordinator Job Description.

· Tom Schultz  went over the second draft of the job description document for the Ag coordinator position which incorporated the markups from the 15 December ARC meeting.  Some minor additional suggested changes were made in the meeting (support the activities of the various ARC subcommittees as appropriate, etc.).  
· Tom will incorporate these changes in final version of the document used to recruit this person.
Producer Survey.

· Tom Schultz  handed out a second draft of the producer survey to review.
· The group made the following suggestions to the survey:

1. Put name, address, and e-mail address blanks at the top of the form.
2. Add question for what products do you produce (say 3 blanks).
3. Combine questions 18 and 19 into one question.
· Navigating Our Future (NOF) has agreed to post the survey form on its Web site.  (Tom Forster also suggested that NOF may be willing to put links for the ARC on their Web site as well).
· It was agreed that the proposed survey question of “What do you do with your excess product if any?”/ “What do you do want to do with your excess product, if any, i.e., gleaning?”  would be deferred to a detailed survey.

· Finding producers: Bill Hamilton has a list and will go over this list with Sara Jones and Tom Schultz to finalize.  Bill will e-mail this list out to all to review/comment also.
· Education/outreach subcommittee to conduct press releases for producer meetings, and for general info about the ARC.

· After survey is conducted it was proposed that the ARC have a meeting with the County Council.  It was also discussed that this interface with the County Council should probably happen on a quarterly basis.
· New dates for the ARC outreach/producer meetings:

· Saturday February 18th, Lopez Island.
· Saturday March 4th, San Juan Island.
· Saturday March 11th, Orcas Island.
· Final times and meeting locations to be announced.

Other items.  

· Some ongoing discussion amongst group for the definition of a “farmer”.  
· Some felt this should be only if you file a schedule F on your 1040 tax return.  
· Others felt this inadvertently may include some which are “landlords” using farming and open space designations for tax loop holes.  
· Others felt that anyone who produces food or fiber should be considered (regardless of economic output, i.e., family with one dairy cow).  
· Expect more debate on this issue as nothing was decided in the meeting.  May determine our definition of a producer, etc.

Subcommittee Reports.  

No subcommittee reports were given at this meeting due to other agenda items.

Natural Resources Subcommittee Report:

Legal and Regulatory Subcommittee Report:
Infrastructure Subcommittee Report:
Education and Outreach Subcommittee Report:
Next ARC Meeting: 
Tuesday January 17th, 2006,  12-2:00 PM, San Juan Island (Susan Robins to book the room and notify location on agenda/meeting notice).  NOTE DAY AND TIME CHANGE.
Action items for next meeting.  

1. Finalize producer survey.  
2. Finalize ARC Ag Coordinator position job description (ad hoc subcommittee).
3. Keep working on the Dog Ordinance issues.

Meeting adjourned at 4:00 PM.
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