San Juan County Agricultural Resources Committee
Minutes of Committee Meeting   •  Islander’s Bank, San Juan Island   •  February 2, 2006
Committee members present: 

Rena Patty, Farmer/Producer


Jim Lawrence, Farmer/Producer

Kathryn Quakenbush, San Juan Island Grange

Todd Goldsmith, Farmer/Producer, ARC Vice-Chairperson

Jane Burton-Bell, San Juan Island Farmer’s Market, Secretary Pro-tem

Mark Tompkins, SJC Health and Community Services

Madden Surbaugh, Chef/restaurateur


Peter Corning, Farmer/Producer


Julie Miller, Orcas Farmer’s Market Rep

Bill Hamilton, SJC Conservation District


Tom Schultz, WSU Extension Agent


Eliza Habegger, SJC Land Bank


Bruce Gregory, Farmer/Producer


Megan Jones, Farmer/Producer (non-voting member)

Committee members absent: 

Richard Civille, SJC Economic Development Council


Rebecca Moore, Farmer/Producer


Susan Robins, Farmer/Producer, ARC Chairperson


Sara Jones, Farmer/Producer


Ken Akopiantz, Farmer/Producer

Staff present: 

N/A
Members of the public and other guests:

Chrsitina Dahl Sesby, Heritage Farm
Jana Marks, Friends of the San Juans

Minutes recorded by:  Jane Burton-Bell and Todd Goldsmith

Todd Goldsmith called the meeting to order at 12:02 PM.
Approval of Previous Committee Meeting Minutes. 

· Moved by Bill Hamilton and seconded by Madden Surbaugh to approve the January  17, 2005 meeting minutes as written with one minor correction as pointed out by Mark Tompkins.   Spelling of Jackie Klug’s (DOE) name is Klug, not Krug.  Passed by unanimous vote.

Public and Guest Comments-

(see below)

New Business/Announcements.
Todd Goldsmith:

· Todd gave a status report on the recent testimony by Henning Sehmsdorf and others in Olympia earlier this week on small Micro diary/Raw milk dairies regulations and language accepted by the Committee on Economic Development, Agriculture & Trade by amendment to HB3010.  Essentially the amendment to this bill would require the WSDA to create a special licensing category (working with stakeholders) for small diaries other than the current requirements for Grade A dairies.  The amendment does not specify the requirements.  Rena agreed to work with Henning and others on this legislation and to draft a recommendation for the ARC for possible endorsement.
· Puget Sound Agricultural Summit meeting in Mount Vernon has been rescheduled to April (date is TBD) due to too many conflicts of other attendees with the February date.  About four ARC members need to be at this meeting.

Bill Hamilton:

· Bill passed out a meeting notice flyer for a workshop on “Composting Livestock Mortality Waste Workshop” sponsored by WSU, to be held at the San Juan Grange, 2/28/06, 5:30-7:30 PM.

Jim Lawerence:

Jim announced a “School-to-cafeteria/nutrition program” kick-off meeting to be held Monday February 6, 2006 at the Friday Harbor Middle School Commons.  3:30 PM.

· (Todd Goldsmith) Lopez is submitting a grant for the USDA’s Community Food Project for Farm-to-cafeteria and Farm-to-school programs next week.
· (Julie Miller) Meeting on Orcas Monday evening 2/6/06 for farm-to-cafeteria project.

Tom Schultz:

Tom announced a training workshop is being held for stakeholders in the Critical Areas Ordinance (CAO) update process.  Meeting scheduled for Thursday 2/9/06, 10-2, Friday Harbor Fire station.  

· Tom noted new rules may be required for rotation grazing and animal density requirements will be part of this process.

· Island County is going through this process right now with a lot of controversy.

· Mark Tompkins also provided a summary of the areas subject to the update on the CAO in San Juan County.

(At the end of the meeting as people were leaving, Jana Marks of the Friends of the San Juans also passed out a meeting notice for this workshop and some suggestions on items the ARC may wish to get address in this issue).
Kathryn Quakenbush:

NW Agricultural Development Center board meeting next week (2/7/06).  

Kathyrn announced a long range planning meeting for the San Juan Island Grange will be held February 11th. 9:00 AM, Lunch will be served.
Also, Kathryn went over an announcement from our Washington State Senators on a Federal Funding Symposium for Friday February 10th in Bellingham (how to access federal funding sources for projects).

National Animal Identification Program.
· Christina Dhal Sesby:  Discussed several aspects of this topic giving some regulatory scenarios which she believes will be very detrimental to small producers and those keeping livestock as pets (i.e., riding horses, 4-H members which leave their home farms often.  She is against registration of our farms and animals.   She also discussed the fines being proposed for this program.
· Main purpose of program is taking of diseases in cattle currently.

· Todd Goldsmith shared an article from the Capital Press which indicates this program will not be mandatory until 2009.   Issues of costs of tags and transponders are not known at this time.
· Jim Lawrence suggested moving to get exemptions for small farmers and local consumption of products may be the way to get around this potential regulatory barrier.  For larger producers of a 1,000 sheep or a 1,000 cattle this may be a more practical program. 
· Jane Burton-Bell passed out a sample draft letter from Nancy Larsen which could be used to contact members of congress and state legislators about this program and possibly to the County Council with our position (when we develop one).
· Tom Schultz passed out some pamphlets on the proposed program for the ARC to read (is somewhat dated material, but most is still relevant).  Not all the ARC has read the USDA web site materials on this topic.  This is required before we can make an informed action plan on this topic.  Tom also pointed out that we need to be much more educated on this subject prior to firing letters off to our senators.  And that we use credible sources for our information.  All agreed.
· The ARC needs to study this issue and educate itself further (and get feedback in the producer meetings) to see if this is an issue we need to dive into further.

Dog Ordinance Revision.
· Mark Tompkins updated the committee on the status of the revised Dog Ordinance.  Mark has prepared a redlined electronic version of the changes we want to the ordinance and the reinstitution fund schedule to better protect livestock and producers in the County from dog attacks.  All the suggested changes from the ARC subcommittee have been forwarded to the Prosecutor’s Office.  We are awaiting to hear when the Prosecutor’s office can meet with the Legal barriers/regulatory subcommittee on this issue.
400 sq. ft. Exempt Building Ordinance Revision.
· Discussed letter Susan Robins sent to the County Administrator requesting time on the Hearing Agenda for this issue.  

· Rena Patty indicated John Evans (Farmer on Orcas Island) mentioned that language for exempt barns (<1,000 ft.) not being brought forward by the County.  Todd Goldsmith to contact Mr. Evans on this.
Outreach Meetings/PR.

· Press release:  needs updating with new ARC members (action item for Susan Robins).

· Tom Schultz has final version of the Producer Survey document ready to go.
· Meeting flyer has been sent out by Todd for everyone to review.

· Cover letter needs a small tweak to indicate producers can bring the survey to the meetings if desired due timing of the meeting on Lopez.
· East Sound Fire Station requires a $50 rental fee if any food is served.  We want to serve some refreshments and snacks so Bill Hamilton will write a check for this (from our budget allocation from the Conservation District).

· Bill Hamilton pointed out there is $3000 in Conservation District budget portion (after the contribution to the salary portion of the part time ARC coodinator costs) for expense items such as photocopies and mailing costs.  Bill agreed to prepare a preliminary budget for the ARC expenses.

· Photocopy costs.

· Mailing costs.

· Reimbursement for Rebecca’s ferry costs to/from Waldron Island.

· Address lists are being worked on by Bill, Tom, and Sara.

· Bill will print up a bunch of flyers for people to post.

· Return envelope will be included in letters to producers so they can return their surveys (without a stamp, in case they do not mail it back).  
· Survey packets/invites to be sent out Tuesday February 7, 2:00 PM at the Conservation District Office (540 Guard Street, Friday Harbor).  Bill, Tom, Megan, and Jane will help out with this.

· Todd will post meeting notices on Lopez.  Megan will post flyers on San Juan Island.  Julie and Rena agreed to post flyers on Orcas.

ARC Web Site.  

· Peter Corning has a friend (Rex Doane) who has agreed to do a “vanilla” web site for us pro-bono.
· We need to buy the domain name we want to use.
· Madden gave cost figures from TIF and GIF for developing web site, hosting it, and monthly maintenance fees.

· Bruce Gregory indicated we can probably host our web site on the County’s server.
· Mark Tompkins pointed out the each County dept must maintain their own websites, so there is no central web master talent we can tap at the County for this task.

· Is the maintenance/update of the ARC web site something we want the ARC coordinator to do?  Yes, if they have this job skill.  Tom indicated he spends several hours a month to keep the WSU Extension web site updated.

· Web site contents:
· Mission statement.

· Members.

· Subcommittees.

· Each subcommittee needs to provide a list of what they what in their sections.
· Links and related articles.

· Dates and times for Farmers Markets on all the Islands, other important announcements.

· Dates

· Rena and Julie agreed to mockup an ARC home page.

Subcommittee Reports.  

No subcommittee reports were given at this meeting due to other agenda items.

Natural Resources Subcommittee Report:

Legal and Regulatory Subcommittee Report:
Infrastructure Subcommittee Report:
Education and Outreach Subcommittee Report:
Next ARC Meeting: 
Thursday February 16th, 2006,  12-2:00 PM, San Juan Island.  Islander’s Bank Annex.
Action items for next meeting.  

· USDA animal ID system.  Read up on program and flyers handed out by Tom Schultz. 

· Read handout from the Friends of the San Juans regarding suggested ARC actions on CAO process.

Agenda Items for Next Meeting:

· Discuss setting a time for an informed debate by all on what the ARC should be doing about the National Animal ID System.
· Presentation by Rex Doane on design parameters for the ARC website.

· Mockup of ARC web site home page:  Julie Miller and Rena Patty.

· Interim ARC Expense Budget (Bill Hamilton).

Meeting adjourned at 2:00 PM.
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